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Relics of History — A Brief Introduction to the Types and
Shapes of Byzantine and Ancient Roman Gems
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ABSTRACT: Ancient Rome and Byzantium have a very long history. In the period of ancient Rome after the first
century, many kinds of gems have been used. In the period of Byzantium after the third century , with the development
of commercial trade, the types of gems used are more abundant and the processing technology is more exquisite. After
the 10" century, the precious stones were gradually replaced by enamel, and less used by people. The processing forms
of gems used in ancient Rome and Byzantine period can be roughly divided into curved gems, original stones and gem
carving, which have different characteristics in different historical periods.
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and emerald™
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Fig.2 Monogram ring, red jasper
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Fig.3 Madonna and Child pendant, purple agate'”’
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