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Innovative Application of Ruyi Cloud Pattern in Modern
Jewelry Design

WAN Songtao
School of Gemmology, China University of Geosciences (Beijing), Beijing 100083

ABSTRACT: Ruyi cloud pattern, whose origin is closely related to the cloud pattern and Ruyi utensils in the Chungiu
period, is an excellent Chinese traditional pattern. Progressing rapidly in the Tang Dynasty, Ruyi cloud pattern finalized
the shape in the Song and Yuan Dynasties and matured in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. It is widely used in many kinds
of traditional arts and crafts, as well as in traditional jewelry. With the development of the times, this pattern has been
innovated and developed in contemporary jewelry design. This paper discusses its innovative application from three
aspects: modeling composition, performance theme and comprehensive application of manufacturing and materials.
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Fig.1 Basic Shapes of Ruyi Cloud Pattern
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Fig.2 The basic shapes of Rolling Cloud Pattern
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Fig. 3 Early Ruyi cloud pattern decoration before Tang Dynasty
(a: Jade ornament in Chunqiu Period; b: High foot jade cup with
cloud pattern in Qin Dynasty)
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Fig.4 Ruyi Cloud Pattern in architectural decoration of Qing Dynasty
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in Qing Dynasty
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